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September, 2013   

  

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

  

As your new District Attorney and the mother of two young adults, I know that students and their 

families face many challenges throughout the school year.  I have been working with your school 

district to ensure that we have policies in place so that your child is safe and productive.  One of 

our primary concerns is the need for consistent and timely school attendance for all students.     

  

The consequences for failing to attend school are serious and well-documented.  Truancy has 

been identified as a potential predictor of criminal behavior, drug use, and is often associated with 

lowered academic achievement, self-esteem, and even employment potential.  In addition, several 

studies have found that a pattern of poor attendance in early grades is linked to an increased 

likelihood for dropping out of school in later years. 

  

Parents and guardians, as well as students themselves, have the statutory responsibility to ensure 

that attendance at school is regular and timely.  If a school identifies a student who is exhibiting 

an attendance problem, which includes tardiness, the school is required by law to address that 

problem.  This could be as simple as notifying the parent or guardian and working together to 

improve that student's attendance.  In extreme instances, however, it may require the school to 

solicit assistance from the Court or The Department of Children and Families. 

  

Enclosed you will find a summary of the Massachusetts General Laws pertaining to attendance.  

We encourage you to review this as well as your school's policy on attendance.  Please feel free to 

contact the principal of your child's school should you wish to discuss this information further.   

 

We all share the goal of enabling our students to reach their full potential, and that begins with a 

student’s regular and timely attendance at school.  Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.  

We look forward to a successful school year! 

  

 Cordially,      

   

Marian T. Ryan , Middlesex District Attorney  

Paul Stein, Superintendent, Wayland Public Schools 

John Ritchie, Principal, Wayland High School 

Betsy Gavron, Principal, Wayland Middle School 

Debbie Bearse, Principal, Claypit Hill School 

Jim Lee, Principal, Happy Hollow School 

Brian Jones, Principal , Loker School   


